
Weekly Update 

December 6, 2023 

 

  

 

Please join us on Sunday for Holy Eucharist. 

 
 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

December 10, 2023 

8 am & 10 am* 

 

Celebrant: Reverend Victoria Pretti 

 

If you are unable to worship in person, please join us on Youtube. 
*To view the livestream service please click the link below. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Wednesday, December 6th: 

• Choir practice at 7 pm 
 

Friday, December 8th: 

• Set up for the Christmas Cookie, Baked Goods & Book Sale, beginning at 9:30 
am 

 

Saturday, December 9th: 

• Christmas Cookie, Baked Goods & Book Sale, from 9 am to 1 pm. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWX3odBM96Y667bEjDe50jA?view_as=subscriber


Sunday, December 10th: 

• Book Study will meet between services in the parish hall, 9 - 9:45 am. They will 
continue with the Advent book, "Essential Mystic Prayers", by Thomas 
McPherson. 

 

Monday, December 11th: 

• Yoga at 9:30 am in the parish hall. $8 drop in. Bring your own mat, blanket, 
block and/or strap. Some will be available. 

 

Tuesday, December 12th: 

• Christmas Luncheon at Cripple Creek Golf & Country Club, beginning at noon. 
• Yoga at 5:30 pm in the parish hall. This is a beginner's class starting with the 

basics for anyone new to yoga or just looking for a gentle practice. $8 drop in. 
 

Wednesday, December 13th 

• Men's Discipleship Group will meet at 8 am in the conference room. 
• Seashell Ringers practice at 1 pm. 
• Choir practice at 7 pm. 

 

   

Upcoming Events 

 



  

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

A Celebration of Life for Bob 
Poetsch will be held on Friday, 

December 22nd at 11 am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Outreach 

 



  

  

 

 

Angel Tree gifts for Phillip Showell 
Elementary are due this Sunday, 
Dec. 10. There are still Angels on 
the tree for John Clayton 
Elementary. Clayton’s gifts need to 
be returned by Dec. 17. If you 
would like to participate in giving a 
gift to a child, take an Angel from 
our tree and sign your name on the 
sign up sheet. Gifts can be 
wrapped or placed in a gift bag 
with the Angel tag on the gift or 
bag. 

 

Announcements 

 

  

ADVENT IS HERE, 2023 

 

With the arrival of Advent, it is time to start thinking about Christmas and Christmas flowers. 
 

Flowers to decorate our beautiful church for Christmas are given each year by parishioners as 
a way to honor or remember a person or event. The cost varies according to the particular 
plant, but averages about $25. Any donation is just fine. There are designation forms available 
in front of the office and one will be mailed to you also, Christmas flowers will remain in the 
church for Christmas and for the Sunday after, December 31, 2023. You are encouraged to 
take home a plant on that day after the 10 o’clock service. 
 

In addition to Christmas flowers, we are looking for volunteers to help with the Greening of the 
Church which will take place after the 10 o’clock service on December 17th. Volunteers, both 
men and women, will decorate our indoor wreaths and hang them on the windows of the nave. 
We will also hang the outdoor wreaths, put electric candles in the windows and hang the big 
swag above the altar. Many hands make light work. There is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall 
or you can call Pat Long, 302-539-3021, to volunteer, OR you can just show up. Many hands 
make light work. 
 

We will also appreciate your help on December 31st when the wreaths and decorations will be 
taken down and stored away. 
 

Thanks to all for your help during this very busy Advent season. 
 

 



 

DEADLINE EXTENDED: 

 

Support the ministries of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem 

 

Your gift will be matched through Dec. 31. 
 

GIVE TODAY 

 

 

The United Thank Offering—in partnership with the Good Friday Offering—will match up to 
$100,000 of donations given through Dec. 31 to help sustain outreach ministries in the 
Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, which operates across several countries or 
territories and includes churches, schools, medical facilities, and other ministries. 

 

https://unitedthankoffering.com/give/
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=4a98fa62d9&e=7f131e5547
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=4a98fa62d9&e=7f131e5547


 

A donation container is located in front of the office. If you have any further 
questions, you can reach out to Mimi Dupont. Maggie is Mimi's 
granddaughter. 

 



 

December Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

 

 

Finance Committee - November 

 

Outreach Committee - November 
 

  

 

Becoming Beloved Community Annual Report and 
Accomplishments 

(excluded in the Annual Report) 
 

Click HERE to read 
 

  

 

Are you 72 or older? Have you lost the ability to fully deduct charitable contributions 
because you no longer itemize federal income tax deductions? Do you make 
donations to St. Martha’s regularly? If you answered yes to these questions, you may 
want to consider making a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). A QCD is 
generally a non-taxable distribution made directly by the trustee of your IRA to St. 
Martha’s or other qualified charities. A QCD reduces your Adjusted Gross Income 
(AGI) and thereby reduces taxes. If you are receiving a Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) from your IRA, a QCD can be used to satisfy the RMD. Please 
consult your tax advisor or tax return preparer to determine if a QCD could benefit 
you.   
  

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/bdb2f51a201/0b544201-2e6b-4ba5-8730-825100e75831.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/bdb2f51a201/0b544201-2e6b-4ba5-8730-825100e75831.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/bdb2f51a201/390a1030-25f7-44d7-80ae-ec475f002e47.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/bdb2f51a201/fe17ede2-b87f-4fb2-a57b-ede653769c62.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/bdb2f51a201/acce9009-8a3f-4eb2-905c-bb55d825b8ca.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/bdb2f51a201/acce9009-8a3f-4eb2-905c-bb55d825b8ca.pdf


Stewardship Update 
 

As of date Amount Pledged for 2024 

9/17/2023 $25,300 

9/26/2023 $72,820 

10/7/2023 $87,660 

10/12/2023 $102,000 

10/17/2023 $147,120 

10/24/2023 $162,160 

10/31/2023 $172,090 

11/5/2023 $186,370 

11/13/2023 $196,430 

11/20/2023 $197,930 

11/28/2023 $200,430 

12/5/2023 $202,040 
 

 

Pledgers who: Number 

Increased their pledge 26 

Pledged the same 46 

Decreased their pledge 10 

New pledgers 13 

Totals 95 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who has submitted a pledge card so far. They continue to 
trickle in, and every added pledge helps and is very much appreciated. 

 



 


